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Wuar 1s Faxine.” 


It is always dangerous to attempt a definition. 
Either too much is included or some essential is ex- 


eluded. Recognising the difficulty we should not be 


so rash as to touch it were it not that ‘faking ”’ 
is a question of some importance to veterinary sur- 
geons. Horses and dogs are judged at shows upon 
“points”? and they are purchased for certain struc- 
tural and functional possessions some of which are 
Exhibitors and vendors 
endeavour to obtain animals of such form and action 


as are most likely to attain their end—i.e., the secur- 


ing ofa prize or a customer. When an animal is 
naturally deficient in some of the ‘ points’’ deemed 
necessary, there are owners who are capable of assist- 
ing nature by operations or contrivances which produce 
or simulate the *‘point”’ desired. In a class at a 
horse show it might be a condition that the horse be 
sound in action, or in a class for breeding purposes 
that the animal should be free from navicular disease. 
A horse suffering from this hereditary defect might 
be rendered sound by the operation of median neurec- 
tomy. That we should call ‘faking,’ and the 
animal so treated should be disqualified. Some 
horses carry their tails badly. The defect may be 
removed by “ nicking,” and so we should call this 
Operation “ faking.’ Four year old horses are not so 
saleable, or so useful for work, as five year olds. 
Extraction of the corner teeth advances the apparent 
age by a few months, and so many four-year-olds 
are submitted to rough dentistry. This we call 
“faking.” 

Dogs are frequently the victims of attempted struc- 
tural alteration. Some classes of dogs should have 
no white hairs, so dye is resorted to, and the “faked ” 
animal increases his chances of a prize. Bull-dogs 
are required by the fancy to have the shortest 
possible nose—the nostril must be as near the eyes 
as nature and art can get it. Some brutes (human) 
in by-gone days endeavoured to “improve” the dog 
by passing a knife under the cartilage of the nose 
thrusting it through the junction of the inside of the 
top lip with the maxilla dividing the tissues right 
and left, and then trying to push back the nose. 
Probably the effect desired did not follow in any case, 
but the gross cruelty was practiced and was known 
as “faking.” The carriage of the ear and the shape 


of the organ is an important point in most classes of | 


dog. Various have been the means adopted to ‘ im- 
— the ears. Muscles have been cut and cartilages 
ractured, 
= not natural to the animal. Sometimes an 
‘eration has been effected which is permanent, at 


Kars have been bent and fixed in posi-| 


others only a temporary change has resulted. All 
such operations we designate “‘faking.’’ In fact we 
use the term as almost equivalent to the simple word 
altering. 

When animals are altered or faked to increase 
their value the question arises whether it does or 
does not constitute deception. In shows of either 
dogs or horses this would probably depend upon the 
interpretation of the rules. 

In. case of sale the gravity of an alteration would 
depend not only upon the warranty given, but upon 
the purposes for which the animal was sold. Ifa 
person sold a mare or a bitch for breeding purposes 
which he had previously spayed we should think the 
Sale of Goods Act would give the buyer redress. Or 
if a stallion suffering from navicular disease were un- 
nerved and then sold for stud purposes—for a purpose 
where hereditary disease must not exist—we should 
certainly call the performance a fraud. If a dog were 
sold for stud purposes or for showing, and possessed 
some natural attribute which would render him useless 
for the purpose but had been temporarily so altered 
as to disguise his defect, we should consider that 
he had been “faked ’’ and that a deception had been 
practised. 

This question is, perhaps, rather one for a lawyer 
than a surgeon, but it is well for all veterinarians to 
know that ‘“ faking’’ is done, and that its recogni- 
tion is not always easy. It would be a help to us if 
we could obtain an authoritative definition of the 
term, or even a tolerably general acceptation of the 
meaning of the word. 


Tue “ Meetine, 1898. 


So far this Society has been very fortunate in 

arranging for their next annual meeting. The sub- 
jects for discussion have been fixed, and gentlemen 
have been found willing to write the papers. The 
subjects, we understand, are ‘‘ Traumatic Inflamma- 
tions of the Foot,’ ‘‘The Udder Diseases of the 
Cow,” *“* The Action and Uses of Mallein and Tuber- 
| culin.” The writers are Professor Williams, Mr. 5. 
| Villar, of Harrow, and Mr. King, of Manchester. On 
| each subject we have an expert, and we may be cer- 
| tain that justice will be done. 
_ Unfortunately there is a difficulty. It is not yet 
quite certain that Scarborough is able to supply the 
necessary conveniences for our meeting. Every effort 
is being made to obtain them, but it is quite possible 
we may have to change the place of meeting. If 
this be so the meeting will be held at Leeds. 
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RUPTURE OF THE POST. VENA CAVA. 
By F. C. Rosertson, M.R.C.V.S., Hadleigh. 


The patient, a gelding about 14 hands, and about 
18 years old, was being driven at a moderate pace, 
and was being slowed up at a sharp corner upon 
entering the town a little after 10 p.m. last night, the 
25th January, when it collided with another cob 
which was being driven at a smart trot out of the 
town, that isin the opposite direction. Both cobs 
fell, but neither had external injury beyond slightly 
cut knees. When my patient was got up on his legs, 
the driver at once noticed something amiss with him. 
It took quite twenty minutes to walk him to his 
stable, a distance of about half a mile, and he was 
with difficulty kept on his legs. I was summoned 
immediately, and upon arrival about 11 p.m. I found 


him presenting the following symptoms: Extremi- 
ties very cold, great pallor of the visible mucons | 
membranes internal, temp. (per rectum) 104°. Re- | 
spiration very distressed, hurried, and laboured. ‘he , 
heart could be heard beating violently at some dis- 
tance, the beats being very rapid. Anxious expres- 
sion and looking round at sides. When allowed to 
be free, he went down, rolled-and struggled as if 
griped. When the hand was placed under his 
tongue his mouth was found to be perfectly cold, and 
the lower lip dropped exposing the teeth—a very 
fatal sign. For about ten minutes before death, 
which occurred about 12 midnight, several futile 
attempts at vomition were made. The post-mortem, 
which was begun immediately after death and 
finished next morning, disclosed the abdominal 
cavity full of blood, in fact it must have been nearly 
the total quantity of the body, with several clots. 
The heart was empty and the vena cava was found 
ruptured in close proximity to the liver. To me the 
surprising fact is that he lived so long (nearly two 
hours). 


A NEW TRACHEOTOMY TUBE. 


At my suggestion Mr. Huish, of Fisher Street, 
London, W.C., has made a celluloid tracheotomy 
tube, the advantages of which may be summed up as 
follows: 

1. It prevents the ulceration so much aggravated 
by metal tubes. 

2. It is 75 per cent. lighter than the tubes made 


of brass, nickel, etc., and is equally strong. 


3. It is the least conspicuous and is easily removed 
or cleaning. 

Tubes previously made of celluloid were made by 
screwing the arms into the discs, and consequently 
when in situ there was extreme danger to the animal 
from the arms going down the trachea, as the thread 
of screw wore away by constant turning. 

This great defect has been entirely obviated by Mr. 
Huish who has devised a means of pressing a flange 
out anteriorly on to the disc., thus practically making 
the disc and arm one piece. 

By making the top arm or wing much smaller than 
the bottom one he has been able to elongate the collar, 
as shown in the engraving, and the inconvenience 
arising from granulations getting in between the y. 
formed by Field’s pattern is prevented. 

The tube is fitted with a plug and thumb screw 
catches. 

It has been provisionally protected by Mr. Huish. 

Seawarp Lonenurst, F.R.C.V.S. 


GLANDERS. 


Report by Professor James M’Call, Veterinary Inspector, 
Glasgow, to the Executive Committee of the Local 
Authority under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 
and 1896. 


In response to the request of the Sub-Committee 
on Glanders, I beg to submit the following informa- 
tion re outbreaks of glanders and farcy within your 
jurisdiction. 

Authority having been given me to apply the 
mallein test (owners consenting) to horses suspected 
of being affected with glanders, or in contact with 
diseased or suspected horses, I find that since 16th 
October till 81st December, 1897, 8320 horses have 
been inoculated with ‘‘ mallein.”” Of the 320 horses, 
147 have responded to the test, the indications of 
which are elevation of temperature, and, in from 24 
to 36 hours, considerable swelling of the part i 


. jected, with stiffness or lameness of a fore limb. 


The 147 horses having responded to the test, and 
by it declared to be affected with glanders (although 
in not one single instance presenting visible or clinical 
symptoms of being diseased), were thereafter valued 
and slaughtered. On post-mortem examination, the 
lungs of 133 horses were found to contain one 
more “ glanders nodules,” but in the lungs of l! 
horses no “ glanders nodules, could be detected. 

Nine of the 147 horses slaughtered were twice 
inoculated with “ mallein,” at an interval of 14 days, 
with the following results, viz :— 

Six animals reacted equally well to both inoct: 
lations, and the post-mortem examination of the 
lungs proved the existence of ‘ glanders.” Other 
two animals to the first inoculation reacted, but ® 
the second inoculation they did not react, and oD 
post-mortem both were found glandered. _ 

The ninth horse to the first inoculation did not 
act, but to the second he did react, and on post-mortem 
examination his lungs were found to contain “ gla! 
ders nodules.”’ 

Another very old horse, once tested, did not re 
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to the “‘mallein”’ test, but on the tenth day there- 
after a clinical manifestation of farcy appeared on 
one limb, and on slaughter ‘‘ glanders nodules”’ were 
found in the lungs. 

Regarding the 14 apparently affected animals which 
were slaughtered, the individual temperatures, as the 
charts show, were high, and the local swellings of 
considerable size, and although Mr. Brock, M.R.C.V.S. 
Dr. M’Call, M.R.C.V.S., and myself, failed in detect- 
ing the presence of a ‘“‘ glanders nodule ’’ in the lung 
of any one of them, I am not prepared to admit that 
the animals were free of glanders, and that the 
«bacillus mallei’’ had not gained an entrance to 
their bodies. There is a stage of incubation in 
glanders, as in all other diseases, dependent on the 
presence of a specific organism or microbe, and in 
this stage the eye and the hand fail in detecting the 
“nodule of glanders.”’ 

Regarding the reliability of ‘“‘mallein” as a diag- 
nostic agent in glanders, my experience leads me to 
form a high opinion thereof, and if sufficient time 
and attention be given to the taking of the tempera- 
ture of the animals, to the placing aside of all 
animals showing indisposition or elevation of tem- 
perature, as also the re-testing of all animals where 
the swelling is not large and diagnostic, the number 
of really sound animals sacrificed will be compara- 
tively small. To carry out these indications four 
days at least are required, and one day for valuation, 
slaughter, and post-mortem examination. 

But now comes the most important point of all. 
With the compensation at present allowed, viz., full 
value for animals which react, but in whose lungs no 
‘“‘glanders nodules ’’ are found on post-mortem, and 
one-fourth of the value in those cases where 
“landers nodules”’ are found, with a minimum 
of £2 for each horse, how many horse proprietors 
will hand over their studs to the Local Authority ? 
My answer, founded on the past three month’s ex- 
perience, is, not many, and, when pressed, the 
reasons given are various. A. says it is the first case 
of glanders in our stud, and we will wait. 3B. says 
we do not believe in injecting glanders matter into 
our horses. (. says the compensation is too little, 
we can dispose of the animals for more money. D. 
says we can ask our own Veterinary Surgeon to apply 
the “ mallein test” and put aside for sale, or work by 
themselves, those which react, and, in this way, we 
suffer less loss than by handing them over to the 
Local Authority. 

In dealing with this point it is all important to 
remember that the animals subjected to the “ mallein 
test,” although spoken of as suspected, in reality | 
show no clinical or visible symptoms of glanders ; if 
they did, they are bound to be slaughtered. It is 
equally true that horses affected with glanders may 
work for years, but nevertheless they are a source of 
danger, and a prolific cause of the spread of the 
malady. Under these circumstances, unless all 
parties are compelled to subject their animals to the 

mallein test,” it is unfair to those who do, unless a 
— liberal compensation is allowed than one-fourth 
oe value of animals found to be diseased. But even 

en, unless all in-contact horses be subject to the 


“mallein test” without exception, it is evident that 


glanders will continue to exist, and the money paid 
in compensation by Local Authority, to a certain ex- 
tent, be thrown away. 

But, is it imperative that all horses which react to the 
‘‘ mallein test” should be slaughtered 2. Upon this point 
I can lay before you no higher opinion than that of 
— Nocard, of the Alfort Veterinary College, 

aris, 

[Here follows a full quotation from M. Nocard’s 
article a translation of which appeared in the columns 
of our contemporaries The Journal of Comparative 
Pathology, etc., and The Veterinarian. Professor 
M’Call concludes his report as follows :—} 

From the quotations I have made from the papers 
referred to, and from the Reports on Glanders which 
I have previously submitted, it will be observed that 
Professor Nocard and myself are at one as to the 
specific origin of glanders, and its propagation by 
inoculation of the discharge into a wound, or by inges- 
tion of the virus in water or food, and not by inhalation; 
and if these opinions be well founded, then I submit 
there can he no imperative necessity for instant des- 
truction of a suspected or in-contact horse in which 
there is an entire absence of clinical or visible signs 
of glanders. Still further, if Professor Nocard be 
correct in his opinion (borne out as it is by such an 
array of cases), viz., that pulmonary glanders in its 
early stage is curable by injections of mallein, then, 
most assuredly, slaughter of suspected horses should 
be suspended until clinical evidence of glanders is 
recognisable. 

But to sum up, whatI think is now wanted is— 

(1) Power to licence stables, &c. 

(2) Power to test with mallein all studs in which 
glanders by clinical evidence has declared 
itself present. 

(3) Power to compel separation of the horses which 
react to mallein from those which do not 
react. 

(4) Power to prohibit the sale of all horses which 
react to mallein, and to re-test the reacting 
animals twice during the first month, and 
and monthly thereafter, until the animals 
cease to react to mallein. 

James F.R.C V.S. 
Veterinary College, 
Glasgow, 11th Jan., 1898. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Nevrotomy.—By Prof. Frouner. 


Prof. Fréhner has performed 42 neurotomies, 31 
of the median, 7 of the plantar, and 4 of the tibial. 
Ten per cent. of the horses fell lame again, the rest 
did not, so that neurotomy must be regarded as an 
important operation. The question whether one 
should cut through the median, tibial or plantar 
nerve has an important significance. As the chief 
reason for section of the median nerve stress has been 
laid on the fact that only one operation may be 
necessary, yet numerous disadvantages may be set 
against this, for the nerve is situated under much 
fascia and in the neighbourhood of large blood 
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vessels. Especially noteworthy is the erratic position 
and branching character of the vena brachialis. 
Often the nerve is superficially situated, in other 
cases alongside, behind, or under the vein, so that it is 
difficult to isolate and the operation is more severe 
than if one divided both plantar nerves. Besides, in 
the high position the point of operation cannot be 
rendered bloodless. If one accidentally cuts through 
a branch of the vein very severe hemorrhage ensues. 
Finally, a reliable bandage cannot be put on, so that 
in most cases healing by first intention does not 
occur, and opportunity for subfascial phlegmony is 
invited. This secondary healing generally occupies 
some weeks, while the wound from neurotomy in the 
region of the fetlock, by careful asepsis and anti- 
sepsis, generally heals, per primam, in eight days. 
Now and then section of the median does not suffice, 
because the ulnar remains in union with the plantar 
nerve, so that this nerve also has to be divided. On 
account of all these considerations Froéhner says away 
with median neurotomy. 

Some like section of the tibial nerve. It is situated 
superficially, is not in proximity to great and incon- 
stant bloodvessels, and is easier to find. A con- 
venient bandage can be affixed, and healing by first 
intention is possible. In Fréhner’s opinion tibial 
neurotomy is preferable to plantar neurectomy.— 


Mtsh. f. Th. 
G. M. 


A Pruricinous AFFECTION OF CaTTLE. 


M. Martin, veterinary surgeon, Nevers, encountered 
a pruriginous affection in dairy cows and a cow-calf of 
six months of age. The cows of the establishment 
were housed in two separate sheds, but the disease 
only affected those stabled with this calf, and with 
the exception of this latter whick lived upor. milk, all 
drank pond water. The food during the winter (1893- 
1894) consisted chiefly of twigs and foreign lucerne, 
and after the 24th March, Italian ryegrass. From 
27th to 81st of March four subjects, commencing 
with the calf, died after 24 to 36 hours illness. In 
every instance they all presented similar symptoms. 
At the commencement they were restless and fre- 
quently stopped eating, and often licked the vulvar 
region. Shortly afterwards defecation and micturition 
were suspended and remained so notwithstanding 
the expulsive attempts, until death set in. The 
itchiness of the vulva, anus, and‘neighbouring regions 
(thighs, tail, udder, etc.) became so intense that the 
animals furiously bit or rubbed them against the wall. 
Three hours after the commencement of the com- 
laint the parts were depilated, excoriated, and tume- 
fied, but the pruritis remained just as severe. Colicky 
pains set in after a short time, the animals lay down, 
and as frequently got up. When they assumed the 
recumbent position they struck the ground con- 
vulsively with the canon of the free posterior hind limb 
Appetite was preserved and they ate during the very 
short intervals of ease. There was grinding of the 
teeth, and rumination was suspended. Tympanites 
was absent. 
Two cows which had gone 9 months in ealf 
did not abort. The lacteal secretion did not 


eppear influenced. 
commencement manifested rather alarming sym 
toms suckled her two-months old calf during the 30th 
and a part of the day of the 31st, without the calf ex. 
hibiting any illness. 

The disease terminated in paralysis of the hind 
quarters, which set in 5 or 6 hours before death, 
They dragged themselves on the ground, pruritis and 
restlessness persisting until death supervened, only 
interrupted by short moments of coma. Very abund- 
ant perspiration was observed during this last period 
Temperature of the body was not elevated. 

M. Strebel, of Fribourg (Bulletin Soc. Cent. de Med. 
Vét., 1889, p. 888), observed similar facts. 

Horses which ate the rye grass remained healthy, 
and the calf that died lived only on milk. It will 
be observed that the illness dated from the time of 
first receiving this grass or drinking the pond water. 
Yet in absence of an examination of the hay and 
water it is impossible to give a serious opinion of the 
cause of these peculiar symptoms.—Rec. Méd. Vét, 
d’ Alfort, 30 Decembre, 1879. 

(Has any British practitioner encountered a 
similar instance in his practice? If so will he 
kindly record his observations ?—Transt.) 


GLANDERS ATTACKING THE TRACHEA. 


Professor Nocard exhibited before the Central 


Veterinary Society of Paris, a trachea of a horse 
which neither manifested chancres, enlargement 
of the glands nor discharge from the nostrils, 
but presented to a great degree all the signs of 
Abadie’s glanders. Sometimes in the stable, but 
oftener during work he would become suddenly seized 
with violent fits of coughing which almost amounted 
to suffocation, during which he ejected through the 
opened mouth veritable muco-purulent sputum. For 
some time he appeared well, easily doing his 
work and kept his good condition, but since the fits 
of coughing became so precipitous he became 
emaciated, and his breathing was laborious 
during work. Finally, one of his stable companions, 
recently purchased, was recognised as glandered and 
therefore slaughtered, so in consequence of this the 
owner decided to consult Professor Nocard about the 
case in question. 

When the horse was isolated he still was in a very 
good condition, but the hair was dull and slightly up- 
standing ; no discharge from the nostrils, no enlarge- 
ment of the glands; morning temperature 39-4. 
that of the evening 39-8; respiration frequent, short, 
and pumping; mucous rales heard on auscultation ; 
sonority preserved on percussion. The cough, a 
said by the proprietor to be frequent and paroxysmal, 
was easily produced by compressing the larynx; " 
was moist, deep, painful, and afterwards resounding ; 
during the fit, the animal extended its head upon the 
neck lowered almost in a horizontal position, the 
mouth was opened, the tongue was purple and slightly 
pendulous ; after the fit, the horse masticated and 
swallowed. In holding the tongue outside the mouth 
in a manner to prevent deglutition, one could succes 
fully collect the thickened purulent mucus which dur- 
ing the coughing was expectorated into the mouth and 
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even on the ground. This muco-pus when inoculated 
into male guinea-pigs by intra-peritoneal injection, 
caused from the second day a severe inflammatory 
orchitis, and, on microscopical examination and cul- 
ture of pus from the vaginal sheath, it demonstrated 
that this orchitis was of a glanderous nature. As the 
animal was feverish it was not submitted to the mal- 
lein test. 

Atthe autopsy the two lungs were found crowded 
with old glandered lesions (caseous or soft foci) and 
miliary tubercles in every stage of their evolution ; 
the nasal cavities and larynx were free; on the other 
hand, the trachea was the seat of peculiar and rare 
lesions, which I have the honour of bringing before 
your notice. 


[Glanders ulcers in the trachea are ~ot very rare in Lon- 
don but they seldom exist without affecting the jarynx.— 


Ep.} 


Acure GLANDERS, WITH Kipnry anp No Punmonary 
Lesions.—By Prof. Nocarp, at the Central Veteri- 
nary Society, Paris. 


The fragments of kidney which I have brought be- 
fore your notice are from a horse aged 2} years, 
slaughtered the 13th of November last as a suspect of 
acute glanders. 

They contain, as you will see, whitish firm and 
homogenous productions of pyramidal form running 
from the capsule to pelvis. In the fresh state, drop- 
lets of viscid and thick puriform material exuded 
from the section on pressure. These are veritable 
infarcts analogous to those of purulent infection or 
of strangles. Their glanderous nature was demon- 
strated on bactericlogical examination, culture and 
inoculation. By their extreme rarity, these glander- 
ous lesions of the kidney merited to be pointed out ; 
and the horse from which they came, was interesting 
on other grounds. He at first sight appeared to be 
affected with strangles, his age, the thick whitish 
discharge which escaped from both nostrils, the 
noisy respiration, and the doughy inter-maxillary 
space—all seemed to justify this diagnosis. Soon 
afterwards a number of ulcers, which were either 
isolated or confluent having irregular contours and 
being rather salient, appeared on both sides of the 
pituitary membrane, which was everywhere of a pinky 
and normal aspect. Around these wounds the 
finger detected small, circumscribed, very hard 
nodules upon the intact mucous membrane. This 
led one to think it was an eruption of horse-pox ; 
but, on inoculating a calf with the discharge not the 
least eruption was caused. An injection of mallein— 
carried out already under bad conditions as the animal 
Was feverish—only gave rise to insignificant hyper- 
thermia (to say nothing of the local or systemic re- 
action.) 

After being under observation for a month and in 
consequence of its aggravated conditicon—tbe animal 
refusing to eat and assuming the recumbent position 
—It was decided to destroy him. 

At the autopsy the pituitary membrane was 
almost entirely covered with ulcerous wounds which 
a Salient, granular, and without peripheral in- 
_ The larynx and trachea were normal. 

lungs were absolutely healthy. The right kidney, 


which was hypertrophied, bore 5 or 6 large infarcts 
similar to those I have exhibited to you. An abs- 
cess, the volume of a walnut, was located in the tail of 
the epididymus of the right testicle. The lymphatic 
glands of the large colon were hypertrophied, and the 
majority, caseous and soft. 

The result of the autopsy remained doubtful. The 
veterinary surgeons present did not agree as to the 
nature of the lesions, one holding that it was glanders, 
two others that it was strangles, so it was decided to 
send me the diseased parts so that I could settle the 
question. 

I must avow that at first sight I was very much em- 
barrassed by the complete integrity of the pulmonary 
apparatus, while the infection was confined to 
the mesenteric glands, testicle, and especially the 
kidney, caused me to doubt the existence of 
glanders. 

It was, however, a question of glanders, as was 
shown by the pus from the testicle, the juice of the 
renal infarct, and the caseous material of lymphatic 
glands, which all contained the bacillus of Léeffler 
in a pure state of culture ; and inoculation showed its 
extreme virulence. Specific orchitis appeared in less 
than 36 hours after inoculation and the guinea-pig 
succumbed in 5 to 8 days. This observation shows 
that although the pulmonary lesions are the most 
constant and the most characteristic of equine glanders 
they may be, nevertheless, sometimes absent. Con- 
sequently, one should not confine himself to the 
examination of the lungs, as is generally the case, 
at the autopsy of a suspected horse. The integrity 
of the lungs is not sufficient for one to conclude 
that the animal is not glandered; the specific 
lesions may exist where it is difficult to find them, 
for instance they may be deeply situated in any 
lymphatic gland, and they have not, as those of 
tuberculosis, a colour and consistence which enables 
one to easily recognise them in the depth of the 
tissues. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 249th ordinary meeting was held in the Theatre 
of the College on Friday, January 28th, 1898, at 6.30 p.m. 
Mr. E. T. Goodall occupied the chair. There were pre- 
sent Mr. R. Smith (visitor), Mr. W. J. Browning, 
M.R.C.V.S., Mr. R. W. Hall, M.R.C.V.S. (hon. sec.), and 
40 members. 

The CHAIRMAN introduced three morbid specimens, 
consisting of the completely auchylosed pastern joints of 
old horses. In each specimen the os, suffraginis and os 
corone were firmly fixed to each other by massive exos- 
toses, the extraordinary growths of bone involving not 
only the pastern joints, but also the first and second 
phalangeal bones almost throughout their whole length, 
well marked furrows for the passage of the flexor ten- 
dons being present on their posterior aspect. These 
specimens were shown by the courtesy of .J. Gillespie, 
Esq., M.R.C.V.S., of Doncaster. 

Mr. G. T. Roperts then read a very practical essay on 
“The Castration of the Domesticated Animals.” 

Mr. L. W. HEELIs next opened a discussion upon Mr. 
R. L. Green’s essay on “ Pathological Shoeing,” read at 
the last meeting of the Association, and the following 
gentlemen took part in it: Messrs. Hall, Woodruffe, 
Goodall, Bloxsome, Brown, and Carless. 

Votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman termina- 
ted the proceedings. C. Rapway, Assist. Sec. 
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THE VETERINARY MUTUAL DEFENCE FUND.—-FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DEC. 31st, 1897. 
Mr. Epwin Fau.kner, Honorary Treasurer, Knott Mill, Manchester, in Account with the Fund. 


Dr. RECEIPTS. 

1897. 
Jan. 1.—To Balance at Bankers 550 10 11 
Subscriptions received 1897 as 

per List as a 117 11 O 
Bank Interest ... 5 8 8 
£673 10 7 


Cr. PAYMENTS. 
1897. £s.d 
June 1.—-By Balance due to ae 3 8 9 
Hire of Rooms . 010 0 
Stationery - 218 6 
Solicitor’s Cost... 0 6 8 
Secretary's Postages & Expenses 
Treasurer’s 118 
A. Hastings Farrow,7e Dowdswell 
v. Farrow 0 0 
Butcher, Litton, and Pownall— 
Accountancy Charges 


Balance at Bank £456 18 10 
due from Treas. 1 13 74 458 12 5} 


£673 10 7 


We have examined the above written Account, and certisy the same to be correct. 


18th January, 1898. 


ALFRED H. Pownatt, F.C.A. 
Jno. B. WoLsTENHOLME. 


THE VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND.—FINANCIAL STATEMENT, DEC. 31st, 1897. 
Mr. Epwin FauLkner, Honorary Treasurer, in account with the Fund. 


Dr. RECEIPTS. Cr. PAYMENTS. 
1896. £ s. d.| 1897. 
Jan. 1—'l'o Cash at Bankers 646 12 2 | Jan. 13—By ee Salford Corporation Gas 
1897. und, Loan of £600 at 28 per 
Dec. 31— Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, eg . 600 0 0 
one year’s Interest on Bond for Mar. 27— Cash. Mrs. CarrieBrown ... 10 0 0 
£1300, at 4 percent. less tax 50 5 4)| Dec. 31— Cashat Bankers «- 151 5 6 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, - 
one year’s Interest on Bond for 
£600 at 3% per cent. less tax 22 9 6 
Manchester Corporation Improve- 
ment Committee, one year’s In- 
terest on Mortgage for £900 at 
3 per cent. less tax ... 26 2 0 
Corporation of Salford, 346 days’ 
Interest on Loan of £600 at 28 
per cent. less tax 
Bank Interest... 191 
‘ 
£761. 5 6 £761 56 
INVESTMENTS. 
Mersey Dock and Harbour Board—4 per cent. Bond No. 71,621, dated July 2nd, 1880 ; repayable 
Ist July, 1900... £1,300 0 0 
Ditto ditto —3% per cent. Bond No. 77, 534, dated March 6th, 1883, “repayable 
27th March, 1898 600 0 0 
Manchester Corporation Improvement Department—3 per cent. “Mortgage, No. 460, dated 
October 2nd, 1890, repayable 29th September 1900... 900 0 0 
Salford Corporation, Gas Fund—2§ per cent. Mortgage Bond, No. 2,233, dated . waaede 13th, 1897, 
repayable 13th January, 1900 ate 600 0 0 
£3,400 0 0 


We have examined the above written Account and certify the same to be correct. 
Securities deposited with the denned which we find in order. 


January 18th, 1898. 


We have also inspected the 


ALFRED H. Pownall, F.C.A. 
Jno. WoLTTENHOLME. 
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ist. That the money be invested forwith in fue duties 
or ground annuals in Scotland. 

2nd. That the reveaue derived annually from such in- 
vestment be given as a prize, annually, to the student 
who obtains the highest marks at a special examination 
to be held for that purpose. 

3rd. The examination to be open to the students of 
any veterinary college in the United Kingdom, who 
shall have, since the previous October, passed the Class 
C or third examination under the four years’ course of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

4th. The subjects of examination to be Pathology, 
Materia Medica, and Hygiene, and the examination to 
be wholly a written one, and that the time to each sub- 
ject be not less than two hours. 

5th. That the examination be held simultaneously in 
London and Edinburgh ; and in Dublin in the event 
of an Lrish Veterinary College being established. 

Mr. RUTHERFORD was authorised to communicate to 
the foregoing effect with the Secretary of the R.C.V.S., 
and to say that if the Council are prepared tu accept 
trusteeship on these terms, the Committee are prepared 
to,hand over the money. 


Edinburgh, January 26th, 1898. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting was held in Marischal College, Aberdeen, 
on Saturday 29th January, Mr. Anderson, veterinary 
surgeon, Fife-Keith, President of the Society, occupied 
the chair. There was a large and representative gather- 
ing of veterinary surgeons. Amongst those present 
were Messrs. Young, Aberdeen; Barron, Eght; G. 
Howie, Alford; A. Sievwright, Tarland; A. S. Bell, 
Fraserburgh; J. Murray, Cullen ; J. McBryde, Stricken; 
W. Marsden, Bantf; J. Pringle, Ellon; J. McDonald, 
Dufftown; J). Morrison, New Deer; L. McLaren, 
Brechin ; A. Paterson, Cluny; A. D. Dunbar, Nigg ; 
Crabb, Aberdour ; W. McPherson, Huntly (Secretary to 
the Society), and others. 

The PRESIDENT in his inaugural address made special 
reference to the position of the profession in regard to 
the new Public Health (Scotland) Act, and the responsi- 
bility which would fall on veterinary surgeons in connec- 
tion with the meat and dairy inspections if the local 
authorities carried out the Act to the full. He pointed 
out that local authorities would likely deal with the 
optional sections of the Act after the Commission on 

uberculosis issued their findings. 

Thereafter popers were given by Mr. McLaren, V.S., 
Brechin ; and Mr. Howie, V.S., Alford, on “ Milk Fever” 
and “ The treatment of Laminitis” respectively. Both 

pers were of the hightest merit aud evoked an interest- 
ing discussion from the members present. 

The Society meets half-yearly, and papers for the 
next meeting were promised by Mr. Murray, V.S., 
Cullen ; and Mr. Paterson, Cluny. 

Mr. Epear, Inverness, was proposed a member. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the 


meeting. 


The Sanitary Institute. 


The Council have accepted an invitation from the 
Lord Mayor and City Council of Birmingham to hold its 
Seventeenth Congress and Exhibition in that city in 
September next. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


FACTS AND FALLACIES ABOUT MILK GERMs 


By Mr. J. L. B.Sc. 


(Extract from lecture delivered at a recent meeting of 
the Dairymen’s Association). 


While it was perfectly true that milk, and particularly 
sour milk, was charged with bacteria, his latest investi- 
gations had led him to the conclusion that, instead of 
being hurtful or dangerous, they were the most of them 
quite beneficial During the past season he had carried 
out a series of investigations, and the most remarkable 
fact that had come out was that in all the samples he had 
examined there was practically only one kind of microbe 
present. It was true that other bacteria were to be 
found, but these, in comparison to the microbe that pro- 
duced the acid of milk or lactic acid, were insignificant 
in number. If they liked to examine any of the text 
books available, they would be told that there were two 
kinds of bacteria commen to milk—the one of the lactic 
type, and the other of the butyric type. The latter was 
known amongst learned men as the microbe which pm- 
duced the weil known smell of an old butter butt—in a 
word, the smell of rancid butter. He had spent three 
years in examining samples of milk, and he could assure 
them that, although they were supposed to find the 
microbes that produced rancidity, he had never come 
across a single specimen of them, while every sample of 
milk contained the microbes that caused ordinary sour- 
ing. He wished to try and show that the presence of 
the microbes that caused souring was an advantage 
rather than a disadvantage, and that they might be more 
pleased than the reverse that they were present in such 
numbers. The result of an experiment carried out by 
the well known German scientist Weigmann amply sup- 
ported this view. Weigmann, at the time that chlolera 
was raging in Hamburgh, inoculated into milk the germ 
of cholera from a man that had died of the disease, and 
then made the milk into cheese. At the end of nine 
hours it was found that the presence of the common 
microbes had caused the complete disappearance of the 
cholera germ. The same experimenter put the same 
cholera germ into sweet milk, and left it to develope. At 
the time of the inoculation the cholera germ stood at 
eight to one to the milk bacteria. At the end of one 
and a kalf hours the proportion had been reduced to 
fiveto one. At the end of two and a half hours the milk 
bacteria had got the upper hand, and stood at three to 
one to the cholera germ. At the end of four and a half 
hours the milk germ stood at thirty-two to one ; while 
at the end of some further hours the cholera germ had 
disappeared altogether. That was a practical expert 
ment that should be set off against the popular opinion 
that bacteria in milk were nasty and horrid. The expet 
menter had not, so far as he knew, decided the action ° 
common microbe on such diseases as typhus and diph 
theria, but he (the speaker) had no doubt whatever that 
the results, if he had, would have been equally the - 
One of the experimental tests that he carried out ™ 
year was to inoculate milk for cheese with a large qual 
tity of a microbe which he found present in anot! er 
sample of milk. This microbe gave rise to disgustité 
odonrs, and produced, when grown in certain es 
a curious green colour—altogether, it was one 0 | 
worst types of microbe that he had come across 10 ik i 
When the milk was being made into cheese, the cur this 
a very nasty flavour indeed. It was expecte 
cheese would have turned out a putrid mass. What, 
his surprise to hear from the expert. who had exam! 
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these experimental cheeses to find that this was one of 
the finest of the set. He had not yet had an opportunity 
of closely examining this cheese, but he thought there 
could be no doubt that here also, as in the case of Weig 
mann’s experiments, the common acid ‘making microbe, 
which was found in all milk, cheese, and whey, had 
proved too much for the noxious bacteria, and had 
completely neutralised it. If that was the case, they 
would have to revise the common teaching on this point. 
As showing the universality and consistency with which 
this acid-making bacterium, which for this very reason 
he would like to christen the microbe of sour milk and 
sour whey, was found in milk he got samples of sour 
milk from ten counties, and, with one single exception, 
these samples all contained practically only one kind of 
bacteria, and that the beneficent bacterium of which he 
had been speaking. He did not believe that the popular 
teaching as to what produced rancidity was at all right. 
Dairymen, as they all knew, were in the habit of carry- 


THE BRIGHOUSE MEAT CASE. 
ImMporRTANT DECISION. 


In the action which is generally known as “the Brig- 
house meat case,” a decision was giveu on Saturday after- 
noon which is not only important to butchers and stock 
keepers, but to the general public. Mr. Walter Beverley, 
as arbitrator between the Corporation and Mr. David 
Walshaw, butcher, Brighouse, gave his award. He finds 
that the carease was improperly seized, and that it was 
done by the medical officer in exercise of the powers of 
the Public Health Act and that it had occasioned damage 
against Mr. Walshaw. He entered damages to the amount 
of £101 11s., Mr. Walshaw to give credit for the £5 given 


| by the seller of the cow, making the net award £96 LIs., 


with full costs. 
Considering the features of the case and the result, it 


ing on their starter from day to day by reserving a little 
of the lapper or sour, and adding it to the milk to pro- 
duce new lapper or new sour for the following day. It 
was remarkable, but his experiments had led him to the 
conclusion that this system was not only practicable, but 
was almost identical with some of the practices for the 
production of pure cultures which he had carried out on 
scientific lines in the laboratory. He had obtained from 
Mr. Wallace, Auchenbrain, a sample of starter of home 
make. Onexamination of the milk, he found that, as 
usual, it was teeming with the common microbe, but 
that, in addition, there were present two other foreign 
microbes, one uf these in comparatively large quantity. 
He had taben a drop of this milk and added it to a tube 
of sterilised milk. When this had soured, he had taken 
a drop of this sour from the tube and added it toa second 
tube. When the second tube had soured, he transferred | 
some to a third tube, and so on until he had inoculated | 


would perhaps be advisable to give a summary of the 
facts, inasmuch as this is the first case of its kind. Last 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, Mr. Walter Beverley, 
barrister-at-law, sat at the Midland Hotel, Bradford, as 
an arbitrator under a claim of damages, made by Mr. 
David Walshaw, butcher, 61 Commercial Street, Brig- 
house, against the Brighouse Corporation. The case 
arose out of the seizure by the Corporation officials on 
October 19th last of a cow belonging to the claimant, 
and the subsequent condemnation and destruction of the 
same as unfit for human food. Mr. W.J. Waugh, barris- 
ter (instructed by Mr. Jardine, from the office of Mr. 
Walker, solicitor, Halifax), appeared for the claimant 
and Mr. T. R. D. Wright, barrister (instructed by Messrs. 
Storey and Willans, solicitors, Halifax), represented the 
Jorporation. For the Corporation, it was contended 
that the animal, having been diseased in the organs, 
therefore the carcase was liable to seizure. On their 


a good many tubes. After some days he examined the | behalf, the nuisance inspector (Mr. Marsden), Dr. Martin, 
psc was the lapper in the tubes. What was and Mr. Findlay and Mr McKinna, veterinary surgeons, 
is surprise and delight to find that this material could | who saw the carcase, gave evidence directed toa generali- 
be regarded as nothing but pure cu'ture of the common, sation of the disease, but it was pointed out by Mr. 
desirable, beneficent microbe. How had that pure cul- | Walker, veterinary surgeon, Halifax, and inspector for 
ture been obtained? In this way. In taking a drop | the Board of Agriculture, that it was localised and not 
from Mr. Wallace’s starter he would in that drop have | subject to seizure. He gave his certitichte when tele- 
taken thousands of the common microbe and a few only graphed for to the effect that he had examined the car- 
of the undesirable ones. When the drop was invculated | case, and found traces of localised tuercle confined to 
into the second tube, the common microbe had grown so the lungs and pleura, and failed to find any traces of the 
rapidly and the undesirable had multiplied so feebly, : disease in the carcase or in any other portion of the 
that in taking a drop from the second lapper, the prob- | viscera. The carcase was that of a well-conditioned 
ability was that very few of the undesirable microbes | animal, and the disease was in a very early stage, not 
would have been left. The further cultivation had prob- | possibly discernible previous to slaughtering. He added 
ably eliminated them altogether, so that when they got | that, if such carcases are to be seized, it must be a sorry 
to the end they had a practically pure culture of the one | look out for stock owners and butchers, and in his 
bacteria. Let them compare that with the practical | opinion this belonged to that class which the Royal Com- 
methods employed by cheese makers and butter makers | mission on Tuberculosis, issuing its report in 1895, con- 
who carried on their sour from day to day. They took! sidered quite fit for human consumption with proper 
a small quantity of one day’s lapper and added it to | care in dressing as in this case. The carcase was never- 
fresh milk for the new lapper, but when taking out the theless condemned. Dr. Walker’s views were corrobora- 
glassful of the one day’s lapper they would take out ted by Dr. Hime, of Bradford. Four independent 
enormous of the beneficent microbe and asmall quantity | butchers gave evidence that it was a good body of beef. 
only of the undesirable ones; and, as the beneficent , wholesome and fit for food, evidence which was con- 
microbe developed so rapidly, when the cheese maker | firmed by the claimant and his son. The question for 
took out his other sesibal on the second day the prob-! the arbitrator therefore was one of great interest to 
ability was that he took only an insignificant quantity of | consumers and butchers and meat traders, as to whether 
€ undesirable kinds, if any at all. The practical con- | a carcase with local tuberculosis was good or should be 
clusion he had come to was this, that it was possible | condemned. rags , : 
with great care and cleanliness to produce a home made| At a recent meeting of the National Federation of 
Starter for cream ripening or for co making, which, ; Butchers and Meat Traders’ Association, held at Liver- 
though not absolutely pure, might yet give as good | pool, resolutions were passed calling the attention of the 
results as the pure culture. For the present, at all | Local Government Board to the hardship of seizures 
events, he would advise them to go on pretty much as | which the facts of this case meet. They desired to regu- 
they had been doing, taking care that no contamination | late the harsh proceedings of medical officers of health, 
nas permitted, and that they inoculated their starter | and claimed that the residual value of condemned car- 
tom day to day with a portion of the previous day’s | cases shonld belong to the owner. In this case Mr. Wal- 
starter.—The Farmers Gazettee. ' shaw was summoned as owner before the West Riding 
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magistrates, but the case was dismissed, as the carcase 
was not ia his possession, had not been brought to his 
shop, nor exposed for sale, and he claimed not only its 
value through being condemned, but that the condemna- 
tion was improper. The award has supported him, and 
in a measure met the proposition of the Federation Con- 
ference. 

The Corporation, it is understood, will contest their 
liability further, apart from the facts in this case, on 
certain legal technicalities, and these are practically 
certain to be carried forward in a court of law. 

By the decision the public generally as well as stock 
raisers and butchers will therefore be considered in the 
views of the judge, as responsibilities may be established, 
which have not before been recognised, as no known case 
exists of a claim having been made for compensation for 
condemned meat, and if the arbitrator is proved to be 
correct, the magistrates’ order condemning the meat may 
be questioned and upset. 

“With full costs” means between £300 and £400 from 
the Corporation. We understand that the fees of four of 
the legal and medical gentlemen alone amount to about 
£150. Among the damages awarded to Mr. Walshaw 
were the costs of “ attending resisting the condemnation ” 
and opposing the conviction at the Court. 

We also learn on reliable authority that Mr. Walshaw 
is taking action against a local newspaper for publishing 
an incorrect statement in reference to the case—-Halifur 
Evening Courier. 


BLIND HORSES AND THEIR COATS. 


The following correspondence appeared in J'he Field. 
Perhaps some of our readers could supply facts bearing 
upon the subject. 

It is a quarter of a century—and possible more—since 
I have seen in the columns of Zhe Field or elsewhere in 

riodical literature any reference made to the curious 

act that blind horses change their coats in a manner 

peculiar to themselves, and directly contrary to the 
normal course of hair-growth which takes place, in the 
process of the seasons, with horses of clear vision. The 
question is not devoid of interest, and should not be 
ignored or studiously avoided because physiologists are 
unable to explain the why. “Stonehenge” says in his 
admirable book “The Horse” (thirteenth edition, page 
247): “ With some breeds and individuals the winter 
coat is not very much longer and coarser than that of 
the summer ; but all, save blind horses, show more or 
less difference in favour of the summer coat. Curiously 
enough, horses which are totally deprived of sight have 
almost invariably a good winter's coat, often better than 
they show at other seasons ; but why this is so no one 
has ever been able to explain, though I have never 
known the fact disputed.” In “ A Manual of Veterinary 
Physiology,” by Vet.-Captain Smith, F.R.C.V.S., I find 
the following : “‘ The influence of light on metabolism is 
also probably atfected through the nervous system ; also 
it appears certain that a connection between the visual 
sensations and the nutrition of the skin oceurs in blind 
men and animals, and the popular belief that a blind 

horse carries a heavy coat in summer and a short one in 
winter may be something more than mere superstition.” 

But there is no superstition—except among physiolc gists 
—for the fact remains to witness for itself. “Stone- 

henge” says he has “never known the fact disputed.” 
arently Vet.-Major Smith (as he now is) disputes it, 


Ap 
while still hedging himself by saying that in the case of | 


a blind horse “a heavy coat in summer and a short one 
in winter ay be more than a superstition.” Although 
the late eg me Mr. J. H. Walsh and the present 
learned Vet.-Major Smith have failed to afford explana- 


tion of this phenomenon, it may not pass all understand- 
ing. The question may seem to be trivial ; but there jg 
nothing trivial in physiological inquiry. Will any gen- 
tleman explain ? 
X.-Rays, 


Sir,—“ X-Rays’” letter is of great interest to those 
who, like myself, seek to determine how much of true 
observation and superstition go to make up popular be- 
liefs in connection with animals. 

In my childhood I was told that blind horses did not 
change their coats “because they could not see the 
winter coming on in time to grow new coats,” as do other 
horses, while the weather is still too warm for comfort, 
It does not satisfy me, and I sought and found proof 
that blind horses do not change their coats in the full 
sense of the word. I have again sought evidence on the 
subject, and found that blind horses of all breeds, and 
under all circumstances, differ in the production of hair, 
but toa very variable degree, not enough in some in- 
stances to cause remark, or only showing the variation 
common to horses kept under like conditions where one 
will carry a heavy and another a light coat. I have not 
been able to determine any difference between the coat 
of a one-eyed horse and one possessed with both organs 


of vision. 
Haroip M.R.C.VS. 


P.S.—Cats deprived of the ovaria do not moult like 
others. Why? It cannot here be a question of light. 


Sir,—The subject of blind horses has been converted 
by your correspondents into one of blind men. I would 
wish to revert to the original question raised by me in 
The Field, Dec. 18. Before doing so I may be permitted 
tu say that twenty years ago there was a blind _horse- 
dealer of the name of Whurr, well known in the West 
End of London, who was considered a remarkably good 
judge of horses. He could also detect to a nicety any 
lameness by the rythm of footfalls as a horse was trotted 
back and fore on hard ground. <A recent number of the 
American Horseman gives the name of a trainer who 
can even, it is said, tell the colour of a horse by feeling 
his coat ! 

That some blind horses have heavy coats in summer 
and light, fine coats in winter is a fact that should be 
beyond dispute. I possessed one myself that displayed 
this characteristic when I lived in the country. There 
are several men engaged in the London horse trade, as! 
have found from recent inquiry, who will testify to the 
abnormal condition as having been met by them within 
their experience. Mr. Horace Leeney, M.R.C.V.5., says 
he has “ not been able to detect any difference betweel 
the coat of a one-eyed horse and one possessed with both 
organs of vision.” No one, so far as I know, has said he 
ever has found any difference, although many will testify 
to a difference between horses that can see and horses 
totally blind. My horse was for years blind in one eyé 
and the behaviour of his coat was like that of other 
horses. It was only when he became blind in both eye 
that the change in his coat took place. How early 
developed I do not distinctly remember, but for may 
years and until he died by an accident the peculianly 
persisted annually. 

I have questioned a few eminent veterinary surge! 
as to blind horses and their coats. They appear for tle 
most part to be sceptical; but, at the same time, te) 
admit of having had little experience of blind hor 
This may be easily believed and understood. W hen @ 


horse becomes totally blind he is usually sent t the 
_knacker and not to the veterinary surgeon. My hors 
however—a rare cob in harness and under saddle—ws? 
wedding present to my wife by her brother. He ™# 


therefore a favourite and kept to the last. 1 should 
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that after his blindnes he was treated much as other 
horses are—stabled in winter and at grass in summer. 
Therefore there was nothing in the conditions under 
which he was kept to account for his peculiarity of hair 
growth.—The Freld X-Rays. 


REVIEW. 


Prftrica Toxicotoey ror Puysicians anp StupeENTs, 
by Dr. Kozert, late Director of the Pharmacological 
Institute of Dorpat, Russia; translated by L. H. 
Frempsure, Ph.D. 


This work is a translation made by Dr. Freidburg, 
Ph.D., of the American Veterinary College, New 
York, and consists of a neatly-bound volume of about 
200 pages. 

The original German work has already passed 
through three editions, and is particularly intended by 
the author for the use of those who have not much 
leisure time for the special study of toxicology, but 
who wish to take in at a glance the main points re- 
garding symptoms, lines of treatment, post-mortem 
appearances, etc. 

The author divides his subjects under the headings 
of General and Special’’ Toxicology, conclud- 
ing with an appendix, the latter devoted principally 
to a review of certain toxic products which are con- 
tained in decomposing foods of various kinds. 

The book does not pretend to be one which is in 
any way written either for the veterinary student or 
practitioner, and it is only in places that hints can 
be obtained which may be made of value by reason- 
ing from the conditions which pertain to the human 
subject. 


OBITUARY. 


FREDERICK RICHARD INGERSOLL, M.R.C.V.S., Lewisham. 
Graduated, April 30, 1862, Lond. 

Mr. Ingersoll, who deceased on 27th January, resided 
in Kent, from where he practised over a very large dis- 
trict, including a division of the Metropolis in which he 
was veterinary inspector to the London County Council. 
Very many practitioners in distant parts will remember 
the deceased gentleman as a regular attendant at the 
“ National ” meetings. 

Mr. Ingersoll was highly valued by the Board of 
Agriculture who, when pleuro-pneumonia was rife, often 
utilised his skill in diagnosis where outbreaks had been. 
misunderstood. He leaves a wifeand family, and a very 
large practice. A son is studying for the profession and! 
we helieve will obtain his diploma this year. Mr. Inger- 
soll’s death was rather sudden, and his friends little 
anticipated that a man of such fine physique had not 
many more years of active work before him. His was 
a genial disposition which mace him many friends and 
no-enemies. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RE HALIFAX DOCKING CASE. 


Dear Sir, 

In answer to your query in last issue, no professional 
witness has received any remuneration as fee or travel- 
ing expenses.—Yours faithfully, 

PARLANE M. WALKER. 


Sir, 
Like you, Mr. Editor, 1 would ask has none of the 
witnesses expenses been paid in this case? I gave my 


The “ general”’ toxicology consists chiefly of an 
arrangement of leading symptoms which the human | 
practitioner would particularly ob-erve on reaching» 
his patient, and the inference which ought to be. 
drawn ; also a table of the antidotes to use, and ulti- 
mately the chief signs which would be visible on post- 
mortem examination. 

The methods of testing are undertaken in detail, 
and it is to this part of the work that most attention 
appears to have been given ; although not of use to 
the general practitioner, many hints might be gained 
by an expert in analytical work. 

Under the “special” toxicology is included a 
number of tables which give briefly and in a concise 
form the principal poisons met with in human prac- 
tice, their source, lethal dose, symptoms, treat- 
Ment, post-mortem appearances, and methods of 
detection. 

Summarising the whole book it may be said that 
for the student it is not a work that could ever be used 


containing more full and complete descriptions. 


From The London Gazette, Tuesday, February ist :— 
War Orrice, Feb. 1. 


E. B. Bart 
mentation. ett, gent., to be Vet.-Lieutenant, on aug 


mite for that purpose, and am surprised that the com- 
mittee did not ascertain their expenses and fee, if any, 
for services rendered, and then have tendered them a 
cheque for the amount, without any “do you wish it.” 
These witnesses have rendered a great service to the 
profession, and they ought not to be out of pocket but 
paid and thanked. After this has been done, if there is 
any balance left, make the solicitor’s clerk a present of a 
sporting pin as a souvenir of the case, as from what I 
hear he did work well to make it a success.—Yours. 
truly, 


Hillsbro’, Sheftield. 


T. FLETCHER. 


MEAT INSPECTION.—* THE EDINBURGH 
CASE.” 
Sir, 

The opinion and certificate of a good and able veter- 
inary surgeon is as much entitled to respect as the words 
of a medical officer of health. I do not believe that the 
“carecase was sodden and decomposing ” when the veter- 
inary surgeon examined it. I do not believe that this 
veterinary surgeon “stretched a point to please his 
client” and that his conduct was a “scandal.” It is no 
vart of the duty of an M.O.H. to stand up in court and 
impute questionable motives to a respected member of 
our profession, ascribing to him conduct dishonouring 
alike to himself and to that profession. An error of judg- 
ment there may have been, but the insulting woids and 
insinuations indulged in were quite uncalled for. They 
reflect indirectly on the whole veterinary profession. 
In “shielding” and supporting this M.O.H. the Editor 
of The Record is, in my opinion, “ill advised.” 

Veterinary surgeons certainly will do well to mark and 
“identify the carcases on their certificates” and be 


stand- 
here is 
gen- 
| 
| 
| » Sa text-book, whilst for the practitioner of either 
human or veterinary medicine its place would be | 
simply as a book to be used in icmiiiiial with one ’ 
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resent at any public trial where their certificates may 
” questioned, but the pity of the matter is_ that they 
may seldom have the opportunity. In this oe 
case the veterinary certificate was handed at once to the 
police, to the M.O.H., and to the public prosecutor— 
produced afterwards in court, and reported on in The 
Scotsman—-without one word of notice or intimation to 
the professional man who granted it. At this rate any 
one may wake up some morning to find himself - all un- 
known to himself—tiguring discreditably in the public 
papers for simply daring to differ from the city inspectors 
and the M.O.H. 

Differences of opinion between city and county prac- 
titioners and the slaughterhouse authorities have in past 
years been of frequent occurrence. Differences of 
opinion between the meat inspectors themselves, and be- 
tween them and the medical ofticer of health are not, 
to my knowledge, altogether unknown. Meat inspection 
is at times difficult and puzzling, variety in opinion must 
almost of necessity occasionally show itself, and in view 
of this state of matters the high-standing attitude and 
big-sounding words of this M.O.H. are somewhat out of 
place. Whilst doing one’s public duty sternly and un- 
flinchingly, there is surely room for a little more mutual 
forbearance and kindly feeling, room for professional 
etiquette of a higher order than in the present case. 

Taking everything into consideration, the small re- 

muneration allowed included, [ think veterinary sur- 
geons, in this county at least, are better without this new 
public appointment. Their good name and reputation 
will at least be above official insult and injury. Truly 
“ without great care” this Public Health (Scotland) Act 
will assuredly “ prove a snare to veterinarians.”— Yours 
truly, C. CUNNINGHAM. 


UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT. 
ir 
“ Rontgen Rays” gives expression in his letter toa 
feeling which agitates the minds of many of his pro- 
fessional brethren, and it resolves itself into the question, 
is the yame worth the candle? I think that it is a 
question that not only our schools but our governing 
body will have to seriously face in the very near future. 
The examining board say to aman “here is your 
diploma, you are now a professional gentleman.” The 
successful candidate says “ thank you,” sometimes more, 
sometimes less. The public say “ Hang the diploma, 
what’s the man like.” Nature asks “is a diploma con- 
vertible into bread and cheese.” 

The Examining Board have done their duty, the new 
member has become an intrinsic part of a corporate 
body, the public care for none of these things. Nature 
still says bread and cheese, so the matter is simmered 
down to a corporate body and nature. The Corporation 
say “Thou shalt not advertise,” please remember that 
M.R.C.V.S. says this, as his cepresentative on the Coun- 
cilsits there by hissanction. Nature says bread and cheese, 
advertisement o1 no advertisement. You’ve only got your- 
self to please, you may get drunk regularly, you may do 
anything unbecoming to a gentleman, but you have said 
to yourself no advertisement in printer’s ink, avoid that 
sin and be happy. 

The Corporation ‘7 future will eliminate forges, livery 
stables et hoe genus omne because the Corporation ex- 
presses the will of the individual. Nature will not 
eliminate the need of bread and cheese, and on this 
point “ Réntgen Rays” and many others think there is 
a conflict between Corporation and Nature. Where lies 
the remedy! In the application of the motto of the 
Corporation Vis unita fortior we must drop individualism 
in matters politic and return men to the Council who 
have aims higher than elocutionary splendour, and when 
we have a British Veterinary Medical Association to 
give social and professional intercourse, a Victoria 


Benevolent Asscciation whereby the weak may 
be helped by the strong, we may find the diploma and 
bread and cheese convertible terms, but so long as we 
elect governing bodies to wrangle over sweet nothings 
and split legal hairs over matters of little or no import- 
ance, while we let the quack and his confréres ride rough- 
shod over us, and translate our motto into “the devil 
take the hindmost,” the public will smile quietly, 
patronise the quack, and still care little if there are 
futile volcanoes spouting forth harmless lava at Red 
Lion Square at the individual request of the three 
thousand and odd members of the Body Corporate. 
Nature will say the forge, the livery stable, ete., may 
be converted into bread and cheese, and nature works 
when the volcanoes of Red Lion Square are extinct. 

Vis unita fortior. In that vis is the man with a lofty 
ideal of professional etiquette, the man with a forge, a 
livery stable, a breaker’s tackle, the moral man, he that 
is otherwise, the successful man, and the man at the 
other end of the beam. Ye gods and little fishes ! where 
does the unita come in or the fortis get a chance !—Your 
obedient servant, 

Fras. EVELYN Ptace. 
Hampstead, Feb. 1. 


ANOTHER DANGER. 
sir, 


What do you think of the following question and 
answer from a veterinary column of an Irish paper? 

The writer says he has “ consulted several vets. but 
they don’t seem to know what the disease is.” I confess 
I don’t. But this newspaper man does, and _ prescribes 
with confident ignorance, reckless of the injury he may 
do the private practitioner. Is this sort of thing not 
“disgraceful conduct ?” 


“Horse LAME (J. M.)—I have a valuable four year 
old half-bred that is at present almost useless. Last 
spring I noticed him slightly lame in the fore feet on 
coming out of the stable, but this passed off with a little 
exercise ; this lameness gradually got worse, and he 
seemed incapable of stretching out his fore legs in the 
act of rising. There was a slight swelling inside the 
leaders from the knee half way down to fetlock, with 
great local heat, a pulsation, and soreness to the touch 
He is going over at knee and pasterns ; has great diff 
culty in getting up, and when he gets up seems in dat- 
ver of falling with the four feet drawn together so as to 
throw the weight on the hind ones. Tried Jamess 
blister, but did no good ; then a vet. applied a very 
strong blister, which helped considerably for about 4 
month, but then he became as bad as ever, and the vet. 
refused to apply the same again. The swelled tendons 
are now very hard, and give pain when pressed, but n0 
extra heat. I gave him four months’ absolute rest, but 
it did no good. He did some ploughing last winter and 
carting in the spring, and was always very carefully 
handled because of his high temper. I have consulted 
several vets. about the case, but all are helpless au 
don’t seem to know what the disease is. One sugges® 


Communications, Books, aNnD Papers RECEIVED 
C.Cunningham, F.E. Place, J.D. Pottie, Todd, 
W. McPherson, P.M. Walker, J.E. Miller, C. Radway, 
Aconitum Napellus.” 

The Civil and Military Gazette (Lahore), 
Courier, Hastings and St. Leonard’s Observer, 
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